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help others achieve and live better 
lives. And this he did. 

Mr. Rudd spent a few years working 
as an engineer for Shell Oil and then 
selling fire engines in Iowa until 1952 
when he moved to Louisville. There he 
established Rudd Equipment Company, 
which distributed heavy construction 
equipment. The company he built 
brought him a large fortune which 
would serve him well when he under-
took his many altruistic pursuits. 

Mason grew to love the city and espe-
cially the local university—the Univer-
sity of Louisville. He contributed $1.4 
million to the creation of a neurology 
professorship at the University of Lou-
isville after his first wife Mary suffered 
a fatal stroke. His help facilitated the 
$3.6 million Bass-Rudd Tennis Center 
at the University of Louisville as well 
as the endowment for the Rudd Pro-
gram for Young Artists at the Ken-
tucky Opera to train young singers. 

However, more important than the 
money, Mr. Rudd contributed invalu-
able time and effort to the causes of 
health care and education. 

Thirty years ago, this passion was 
clear to me when I served as Jefferson 
County’s judge-executive and it was 
my responsibility to appoint someone 
to the county’s board of health. I re-
appointed him to the board, just as 
those serving before me had and those 
after me did. 

While serving on this board as well as 
in leadership positions at Louisville 
General Hospitals and Louisville’s Jew-
ish Hospital, his efforts provided every-
one in the city with a healthier, safer 
life. His fellow members credit him 
with creating lead poisoning education 
programs, a hazardous-materials task 
force in the health department, a man-
date on sewage treatment, and primary 
care clinics for the uninsured. 

His efforts also extended to helping 
the Louisville Free Library Foundation 
during his 16 years on the board there. 
Because of him the library’s book en-
dowment is stronger and the children’s 
reading program continues to grow. 
Most notably, in the year 2000 library 
fundraising efforts under his leadership 
made it possible to purchase computers 
for the library. 

Mr. Rudd leaves behind his wife 
Peggy: his daughter Betsy; and his son 
Michael. The life he led in his 90 years 
stands out as an example of service to 
his community and country which all 
Americans should honor and strive to 
achieve. He will be missed. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

COMMAND MASTER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 
JEFFREY JAMES GARBER 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor Navy Com-
mand Master Chief Jeffrey James 
Garber who passed away aboard the 
USS Eisenhower on June 20, 2009. 

Originally from Hemingford, NE, 
Master Chief Garber enlisted in the 
Navy in December 1983. His career was 
an impressive one. At sea his assign-

ments included time aboard the USS 
Worden, USS Nimitz, USS Portland, and 
Strike Fighter Squadron 34; and he had 
been assigned to the USS Eisenhower 
since June 2008. The Eisenhower is cur-
rently operating in the Arabian Sea in 
support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom and maritime security operations. 

Master Chief Garber’s military 
awards include the Meritorious Service 
Medal: Navy/Marine Corps Commenda-
tion Medal; Navy/Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, six; Meritorious 
Unit Commendation; Good Conduct 
Medal, five; Navy Expeditionary Medal; 
National Defense Service Medal, two; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, 
Southwest Asia Service Medal, two; 
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, six; 
And Navy Recruiting Service Ribbon. 

On June 20, Command Master Chief 
Jeffrey James Garber was found unre-
sponsive in a berthing space aboard the 
carrier, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
When he was found unresponsive in his 
stateroom at approximately 8:15 A.M. 
local time, a medical emergency was 
declared; and medical personnel were 
on the scene within minutes. Sadly, all 
efforts to revive him were unsuccessful, 
and Master Chief Garber was pro-
nounced dead of natural causes at 8:23 
A.M. He was 43 years old. Command 
Master Chief Garber has been post-
humously awarded the Legion of Merit 
medal, recognizing his accomplish-
ments as Command Master Chief and 
his 24 years of service to our Nation. 

Command Master Chief Garber leaves 
behind his wife Amy, (Vogt) Garber, 
and his three children, Tayler, Paige 
and Josh, all of Virginia Beach; his 
parents Larry and JoAnn Kuester of 
York, NE; and his brothers Joel and 
Jon. Throughout his career, those who 
knew him, admired Master Chief 
Garber’s professionalism, but also, 
genuinely liked him. He will forever be 
remembered by his family and friends 
as not only the epitome of what a com-
mand master chief should be, but pri-
marily a loving husband, father, and 
son. I join all Nebraskans today in 
mourning the loss of Command Master 
Chief Garber and offering our deepest 
condolences to his family. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
NORTHWOOD, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to recognize a commu-
nity in North Dakota that is cele-
brating its 125th anniversary. On July 
23–26, the residents of Northwood will 
gather to celebrate their community’s 
history and founding. 

Founded in 1884, Northwood is lo-
cated in Northeastern ND, and was 
named after Northwood, IA, a common 
starting point for pioneers settling in 
the Dakota Territory. In its early 
years, the town grew rapidly, and con-
tinued to expand over the next cen-
tury. It was honored in 1993 by the 

North Dakota League of Cities as City 
of the Year. 

In 2007, Northwood was devastated by 
an EF4 tornado. Not a single building 
was left untouched by this monstrous 
storm that wreaked havoc on every-
thing in its path. Homes and businesses 
were destroyed, yet amidst all of the 
destruction, this community banded 
together, and with the assistance of 
the federal government, it has success-
fully rebuilt. 

Today, Northwood is a friendly and 
welcoming community that includes a 
nine-hole golf course, a swimming pool, 
a strong business community, and a 
high quality education system. Addi-
tionally, the town remains true to its 
agricultural roots through its farming 
population. 

The central point of Northwood’s 
125th anniversary celebration will be 
the dedication of the new Northwood 
Public School and the Veteran’s Memo-
rial. Other activities, to name a few, 
include a community picnic, a tractor 
pull, a teen dance, karaoke, a 5K walk 
and run, a craft show, a kiddie parade, 
and a 3-on-3 basketball tournament. 

I ask the Senate to join me in con-
gratulating Northwood, ND, and its 
residents on their first 125 years and in 
wishing them well in the future. By 
honoring Northwood and all other his-
toric small towns of North Dakota, we 
keep the great pioneering frontier spir-
it alive for future generations. It is 
places such as Northwood that have 
helped shape this country into what it 
is today, which is why this fine com-
munity is deserving of our recognition. 

Northwood has a proud past and a 
bright future.∑ 
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COMMENDING ABIGAIL KIMBELL 

∑ Mr. JOHANNS. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to a leader in American 
forestry. 

In February of 2007, Abigail Kimbell 
became the 16th Chief of the U.S. For-
est Service. She was the first female in 
this role, a job she held until July 5, 
2009. During those 21⁄2 years, she served 
with distinction and accomplished 
much for the forests, grasslands, and 
people of the United States. 

Gail is credited with renewing the 
emphasis behind the Forest Service’s 
mission of ‘‘Caring for the Land and 
Serving People’’ and reconnecting pro-
grams and functions to that mission. 
She improved firefighter safety and 
fire suppression cost containment. Gail 
showed great vision and leadership, 
pressing the agency to continually 
strive to meet a standard of excellence 
in its operations, both internally and 
in service to the public. 

Gail emphasized the importance of 
quality water to the environment and 
our communities. She directed the 
agency’s investment in the education 
of children and youth, particularly 
those in underrepresented commu-
nities, to enhance their connection to 
the natural world. 
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